LEGISLATION FOR THE NEW LONDON
obtain the assent of the Chancellor, as head of the Council Re-
building Committee, to its proposals for legislation, its records
do something to fill the gaps in those of the Council.
During the first fortnight in December the City was busy
putting the final touches to its great Bill, whilst the Commons,
having given two readings to that for the Fire Court, were un-
interestedly allowing it to lapse in its committee stage. On the
fifteenth, however, Charles intervened with a message calling
the attention of the House to the urgent need to press on with
the new taxes and with the Bills then outstanding. Added to it
was an announcement that there would be no adjournment
until the work was finished, and that the Christmas recess
would be limited to the chief festival days.* This stimulated
the Commons to immediate action, and the prospects of the
City's Bill, now ready for presentation,2 were visibly brightened.
The Bill for the Fire Court passed with some amendments and
was sent to the Lords on the 2oth and the way seemed to be
clear for the second and greater measure. Then the City com-
mitted a grave indiscretion. Alarmed by a rumour that Parlia-
ment was about to rise so that the members might execute the
Poll Bill in their respective counties, it sent urgent orders to
the London M.P.s to present its draft at once. At this everyone
took offence. The draft had not been sanctioned, and exception
was immediately taken to the clause reserving to the City the
decision as to which streets should be widened and by how
much. Apologies had to be sent with all possible haste to the
Chancellor and to Parliament, and the most humble excuses to
the King.3 Probably little real harm was done, but the City
was shown with emphasis that it was not a master in its own
house,4 and the contretemps momentarily damped men's
spirits. Pepys, summing up at the end of the year, noted
1 Commons' Journals, vnr, p> 66&*
8 It received the final assent of the Common Council together with orders for its
presentation to Parliament on the day of the King's message; (Jor., 46, f. 135).
*yor.> 46, f. 135.
4 The final Act took pains to lay down that the consent of the King was necessary
to decisions under the chief discretionary ckuse, and the City was most careful not to
err again.
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